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The Taunton River Wildlife Management Area (WMA) is approximately 175 acres, in total, of mixed 
oak/pine forest and red maple riparian forest in Middleborough.  It is made up of two separate locations, 
a 160 acre northern tract with frontage on River Street and the Taunton River and a smaller, southern 15 
acre parcel (Bally property) at the confluence of the Taunton and Nemasket Rivers.  
 

Access: 
The northern parcel of the Taunton River WMA has several areas for parking on the shoulder of River 
Street.  The largest parking area (sufficient for two or three vehicles) is marked by several large boulders 
at the sewer easement which extends northerly from River Street to the Taunton River.  The easement 
offers a dry and fairly level access to the river.  (The sewer easement is the route for the discharge pipe 
which carries the effluent from Oak Point development, off of Plain Street, to the Taunton River.)  
Several small ridges transect the property and represent areas of sediment deposited by floodwaters; 
these ridges offer somewhat drier access  for traversing the property.  The smaller Bally parcel is 
landlocked but offers a convenient stopping point for canoeists on the Taunton and Nemasket Rivers. 
 

Habitat: 
The Taunton River WMA offers a good example of a southeastern Massachusetts riparian forest with 
various species of oaks and white pine and understory shrubs such as sweet pepperbush and highbush 
blueberry.  The soils in this area are predominantly clay, deposited over 10,000 years ago as lake bottom 
sediments in the former glacial Lake Taunton.  These clay deposits provided the raw materials which led 
to development of the local brick making industry. 
 
Hunting and Wildlife Viewing: 
The Taunton River WMA supports whitetail deer, ruffed grouse and other game and nongame species in 
its upland areas as well as the usual assortment of waterfowl along the Taunton and Nemasket Rivers. 
During the spring and fall migrations, bird watchers can expect to encounter a large variety of birds, 
including neotropical migrants, using the floodplain forests along the Taunton River. 
 
Fishing: 
Although there is almost 1.5 miles of riverfront in the Taunton River WMA, the steep clay banks along 
the Taunton River can make shoreline fishing difficult.   The Taunton River and Nemasket River in 
these areas support a large variety of warmwater game fish including largemouth bass, chain pickerel, 
pumpkinseed and bluegill sunfish, black crappie and brown bullhead.  A recent summer fisheries survey 
also captured schoolie-sized striped bass in the Nemasket River. 
 
 
For More Information, contact:   Southeast Wildlife District, MassWildlife, 195 Bournedale Road, 
Buzzards Bay, MA  02532   (508) 759 – 3406                MassWildlife Website:  www.mass.gov/masswildlife 
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